“mankind—oblivion ;—that we have projected (and it remains with you to say, 


Witt 


| 


\ 
\\ 
\ 
: 


| 
— = 


*¢ A word in its season how good it is.” 


| 


| 


| 


it 


Proverbs, chap. 15, ver. 23, 


No. 1.] 


[Price 2d. 


TO OUR READERS. | 
We have always anticipated the appearance of a truly Jewish paper, with the — 
most lively satisfaction; for we knew, that the existence among us, of an organ of | 
mutual communication, was a desideratum of such magnitude, that the person 
supplying it would be entitled to the thanks of his brethren, and be a man to be 
envied. Qur sentiments, therefore, on this occasion, when we ourselves are 
enabled to lay before you the required medium, are of the mest grateful kind. We ; 
feel that we have done a something that may rescue us from the common fate of 


‘whether our intentions shall be carried out to their fullest extent) a work, which, 
while it will make every Jew familiar witn the condition of his fellow Israelites, 
will also ‘supply him with the means of becoming better satisfied with his own, by 
teaching him to render it subservient to a better lot; one that alone can secure 
‘happiness here, and ensure beatitude hereafter :—for with God’s blessing, we would | 
instruct him how to know himself, to love mankind, and to seek his Creator. 


We enter on our task then with alacrity, cheered to our prospective midnight 
‘labour and unceasing mental toil, by the bright, the glorious thought, that we 
may, under Divine Providence, be the humble instruments of regenerating, at 
‘least, a portion of our brethren; and like the “ orb of night,” while dispensing a 
gentle light to those around, rejoice in our own heaven-borrowed brilliancy, for 
‘brilliant indeed will be our career, can we but effect our object. : 

Our prospectus has already made you acquainted with our purpose; we will 
‘here advert to it again. We propose to divide our matter into four distinet parts : 
1st.—Religious and moral instruction. 2ndly.—Local intelligence, Historical 
“anformation, and facts, exclusively Jewish. 3rdly.—Original articles, 4thly— 
Text books. 


ist. The advantages to be derived from our first division, “religious and moral 
‘instruction” must at once present themselves; for what can confer greater benefit 
‘on man, than the knowledge of his duty towards God and his fellow-creatures— 
what can tend so much fo his spiritual welfare as the former? what contribute so 
‘much to improve his social condition asthe latter? How can his happiness be 
better consulted, than by pointing out to him, that in gratitude for the number- 
‘less benefits he receives at the hands of a gracious and merciful Providence, he is 
‘required to love his neighbour as himself, and to seek the presence of his Maker 
‘through the tenets of our holy religion ;—a religion, the basis of all others, standing 
Out in all its original purity, after the lapse of ages; while other creeds, since 
‘framed, but of man’s devising, have crumbled into nought, and left no trace to 
‘tell that they have been. Time has breathed his withering blast o’er their nothing- 
‘nes*, and like the clay that made them, they have vanished for ever. 


2ndly. By local intelligence, we mean the proceedings of our many congrega- 
tions at home and abroad ; their exertions in the cause of religion and charity, and 
their progress in knowledge. What can better stimulate them to renewed efforts, 
‘than the thought, that what they have done is appreciated? and what promote the 
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desire of doing good among us, so much as their example? Facts exclusively 
Jewish, will consist of anecdotes of eminent men, reports of public meetings, 
extracts from foreign and domestic journals, and a calender of current festivals, 
fasts, &c. Our historical information will be derived from authentic records. 
3edly. For original articles, we trust partially, to the kindness of contributors ; 
but we are assured, that we are correct in our anticipations of numerous corres- 
pondences; for we know (ourselves) of many—and there must be others, with 
whom we are not acquainted, who will be but too anxious to give publicity to 


-him, the fountain of new existences. Readers, the inference is obvious—we ere 


_ their opinions, on subjects connected with Jewish welfare ; and willing to commit u 


to our publication, the less matter of fact, but not less honorable productions of 
their well stored minds; indeed, we have already received a tale, which we 
purpose commencing at the earliest opportunity. 


4thly. Our Text Books will not, we dare venture to assert, form the least 
attractive part of our information ;—nay, they will perhaps, be the most essentially 
useful. The 7739"; Passover service, though it does not possess the charm of 
novelty, will at least be acceptable, as it will cohtain the forms of German, 
Spanish, and Portuguese Jews, with the Hebrew from the Hidenheim editions, and 
will be carefully translated. To “our Dictionary, the first English one that has 
appeared, we invite more particular attention. It is derived from a source, which 
needs but to be named, to be appreciated by every Hebrew scholar and student = 
the TY TDN; a work, which for correctness, copiousness, and erudition, stands 
untivalled; but which, unfortunately, has hitherto, from its scarcity and price, 
been a stranger to most of our brethren—who have thereby been deprived of a 


~ most valuable assistance in the prosecution of the study of our sacred language. 


This obstacle we propose to remove, by presenting the Lexicon, in a form at once 
useful and available to the resources of the most humble; and to render the 
possession of it still more desirable, we shall give the rabinical, as well as the 
biblical hebrew, with translations and explanations of both. 


Our creed is peace to all mankind—opposition to none, and the love of God; 
worshiping Him through the medium of our affections and hopes, and not our 
fears. We have now pointed out our intentions in the conduct of this work: we 
have only further to add, that it shall be our constant endeavour to render it worthy 
of your most liberal patronage, and to endow it with a character, at once religious, 
moral and instructive. | 


A seed is planted, and is anxiously watched by the gardener; weeds, that may 
obstruct its growth, are carefully plucked from around,—it is watered when 
rain comes not, and shielded from the too sultry heat of the summer sun ;—all is 
attended to that can secure its flourishing: and what is the result? The gar- 


_dener sees the little seed expand and spread, and eventually produce sweet 


flowers, wooing his gaze by their beautiful hues, and offering the grateful incense 
of their perfumes, to be wafted by every gale to his delighted senses ; or he beholds 
the luxuriant fruit tree, bowing beneath the accumulated weight of its own pro- 


ductions, and proffering its golden harvest, in blushes, for his acceptance. He. 


perceives in this the return for his Jabours, and he adores the Providence that 
has blessed his work. 
Readers, will you be the gardener, and make us the fruit tree? 


An infant is ushered into life, and its frail form seems scarcely strong enough: 


to contain its atom of existence; but the child is nurtured from a kindly and 2 | 


genial source—the vital power dilates within him, and he becomes a man, im’ the 
image of his Divine Creator. His faculties are developed, his energies expanded, 
knowledge adds her giant strength, and he gives to them, his first supporters, the 
recompense for their toils and cares, in the accomplishment of their dearest wishes ; 
nay, more, he himself, learning his task from them, becomes what they were to 


the child—we would become the man, a breath may raise us to maturity, a breath 
destroy us in our birth—but we feel you will decree us life; and further, we con- 
fidently hope, that the day is not far distant, when our little unpretending periodical 
will have found its way, alike, to the cheerful fire-side of the humble—the 
luxurious drawing room of the affluent—the closet of the studeat—and the appron 
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—= 
ON THE LAW. 


As the heart is to the other parts of the body, as the root is to the tree, so are 
the children of Israel to the rest of mankind ; the source whence they have derived 
the fountain of life, religion—the spring whence proceeds the sap that enriches 
and enlivens their most distant branches—the true knowledge of God: and, as on 
the preservation of the heart, depends the tenure of vitality, so, on the well-being 
of Jadah*hangs the fate of faith, and the duration of belief. The wisest of men 
said DMM PINYIN WED “keep thy heart with 
all diligence, &c.;” therefore, Israel, keep thou thyself uncontaminated ; thou hast 
been chosen as the one peculiar people, the YP 3; prove thyself worthy of 
the choice, and seek thy Divine Creator as he should be searched after. Ile has 
placed Llis divinity in the midst of thee---he has enobled, thee with his presence, 
and sanctified thee with His spirit; and, lest His immensity should be too great 
for thee, lest His infinite wisdom should be beyond thy weak understanding, Ile 
has mercifully given thee a mediator, through which, thou mayest know Him and 
learn His perfect ways. He has endowed thee with the law, to which, all other 
gifts are as nought; He has placed therein Eis sacred precepts, that thou mayest 
learn them; He has shewn thee therein His will, that thou mayest obey it. Seek 
it then continually, and at all times; wear it round thy soul as its best safeguard; 
treasure it in thine understanding, for there is no knowledge like it---love it. 

The law was revealed from Sinai—on that day came truth and light to bless the 
world; and whether we regard its Eternal author, its perfection, (the reflection of 
His own) the miracles which attended its revelation, the place whence it was given, 
or the purpose for which it was bestowed, we cannot fail to be deeply impressed 
with a sense of its inestimable value, and the advantages that have. accrued to us 
from its possession, To be singled out, a weak and pusillanimous nation as we 
were, as the peculiar people of God, and the one, but for an instant blessed with 
His divine presence, would have been sufficient to have shed a light on our 
history, which no human efforts could produce; but to be chosen as the means 
through which all mankind was to be enlightened—to be selected as the repository 
of a portion of Ilis perfection, never to be removed from us, is surely an event, 


that of all others, is best calculated to imbue us with a feeling of self congratu- - 


lation on our happy lot, and attach us to Ilim by inseparable bonds of gratitude, 
reverence, and adoration. 
The law may be regarded as being divine, perfect, and eternal; divine in its 
‘origin, perfect in its formation, and eternal in its existence. It is the pilot that 
alone can guide us safely o'er the troubled ocean of the world, by teaching us 
to avoid the quicksands of temptation, and the rocks of sin. Itis the never 
dimmed beacon that will guide us to the haven of righteousness; it is the never 
failing watch fire, that while it invigorates us with its heat, will also shield us 
from the attacks of our enemies. | 
What can be more delightful than the study of the law! what more. elevating 
than the teaching of it: and blessed is he who does these things. There are many 
among Israel who know the law, but there ave many more who know it not; may 
His holy inspiration shew us how to be worthy to be considered among those, and 
how to become an instructor to these. May our words fall like music on the ears 
of our brethren, and penetrate into their hearts, and may they listen to our voice 
as to the warning of an anxious monitor, We shall treat of the precepts of God, 
of their equity, purity, and truth; we -shall endeavour to explain their grandeur 
and majesty—and under his divine guidance, we would hereafter become a guide 
to the perfect understanding of them. To those who have sought wisdom in the 
law, our reflections will be as friends—to those who have not, we hope no un- 
welcome strangers. And if amidst the remnant of Israel, there be one we reclaim, 
whose soul has strayed from its Creator, we shall indeed be happy in our labour. 


May his spirit so inspire us, that in the words of the psalmist, ye may be enabled 
to say “ In thy light shall we see light.” 


ANECDOTE. 


: 

It happened during the time that Rome held her sway over the holy land of 
Judea, that two Jews presented themselves before the high priest, to request his 
decision in a matter of deep interest to them both. It appeared, that one had 
sold the other a piece of land, in which, on its being prepared for setting corn; 
an immense treasure had been discovered—and as the seller had insisted it bee 
fonged by right to tc purchaser, and this latter had positively refused to take it 
they had come tothe priest to arrange their difference. I,” said the seller, 
“delivered my land and its produce into the hands of my friend, here “ate 
certain sum of money, which he has duly paid me: it has pleased God to wy 1 
the soil, and he has an undoubted right to the benefit of the blessing.” “1,’ 
replied the buyer, “ purchased the land, but not the treasure that was beneath it 
from the labor of my hands did I anticipate my reward, and not from a sane 
which my friend has parted with, in ignorance of its existence: to him, therefore 
belongs the treasure, and may he prosper with ‘it.’ The high priest was greatly 


»“ thon speakest of what thou dost not understand. 


perplexed, but a Roman youth who was standing by, and had heard the dispute, 
struck by the self-denial exhibited by both the Jews, and misunderstanding a virtue 
he could not appreciate, exclaimed, “were I, learned rabbi, im your place, I 
should quickly settle this matter.” “ How so, my son?” demanded the priest. 
“ Why thus ;—I should order these two fools to be executed, and should. approd 
priate the money to the use of the temple.” “Myson,” replied the high priest, 
The temple of the one holy 
and true God, blessed be his name! is maintained by justice and mercy, and not 
by fraud and bloodshed ; but tell me, youth, does not the sun shine in thy city!” 
“It does.” “* Does in not rain there also?” “Sometimes.” “ Does not the earth 
bring forth ber fruits? and do not men enjoy them ?”™ Doubtless.” “ Then learn, 
my son, that the sun should withhold his light from the land that has been stained 
by innocent blood, which the-rain could never wash aways; and that the fruits 
of the soil that has been so polluted, should carry in them infection and death. 
No, far be it from me to do as you have, hastily I hope, said.” Then turning to 
the Jews, he continued ; “have you any children, my brethren? “ We have,” 
answered one, “I have a son, and my neighbour has a daughter.” “God is great 
and righteous,” returned the priest, “ and has himself spoken in -this case: let 
your children be united in the holy bonds of wedlock, and let the treasure be their 
portion; and forget not to tell them, that to Him who ever watcheth over virtue, 
they are indebted for their happiness; so may they and we remember Jiim 
till death.” 


MW) 
JEWS’ HOSPITAL, MILE END. | 

This Institution arose from the philanthropic exertions of the late Benjamin and 
Abraham Goldsmid, Esqrs., who in the year 1793, with the energetic benevolence 
which characterised all their actions, commenced a collection among their friends 
to procure a fund,. wherewith to found a charitable establishment for the benefit 
of the Jewish poor, of the class denominated German Jews ; and this collection, 
to the immortal honour of Christian as well as Jewish benevolence, proved so 
successful, as to enable them in the year 1797, to purchase £20,000 imperial 3 per 
cent. annuities; and by the continuation of their exertions, as well as by the 
accumulation of interest, the aggregate sum in their hands, in the year 1806, 
amounted to the value of £22,000 sterling. It was then determined to establish a 
Hospital for the reception and support of the aged poor, as well as for the educa- 
tion and industrious employment of youth of both sexes. | 

The freehold, (now the hospital) including all the fixtures, together with the 
annexed leasehold ground, was purchased for the sum of £2,300 :—210,000. 
3 per cent. consols, were also purchased ; which, with the £20,000 already, in- 
vested, making altogether the amount of £30,000 stock, were placed in trust yo 
form an inviolate fund of £900 per annum, for the permanent maintenance of the 
institution.—The house being then completed, and furnished for the purpose of 


receiving five aged men, five aged women, ten boys, and eight girls, was opened 


WD I'D June 23th, 1807. 


The adjoining freehold house was afterwards purchased for £2,000, and attached _ 


to the building already in use, and the whole fabric greatly enlarged and new 
fronted. The number of the objects of this charity was then progressively increased, 
and in May, 1810, amounted to twelve aged inmates, twenty-four boys and. 
eighteen girls. At this perfed the institution may be said to have fully entered on 
that course of action, which, by the regulations adopted, has so fully proved its 
utility. The liberality of the public has from time to time, further enabled it ta 
augment the numbers, insomuch, that at present, the Hospital contains twelve aged 
inmates, fifty boys, and twenty-nine girls -—total, eighty eight. 

The foundation fund for the establishment of this charity, having been altogether 
collected by the exertions of Benjamin and Abraham Goldsmid, Esqrs., they were 
by the original subscribers, ata general court, held March 24th, 1808, gratefully 
nominated patrons. It was -however the will of providence, that the Institution 


should within a few years subsequently to its establishment, suffer by the loss of © 


both its first patrons; afier which, the excellence of its purposes, and its truly 


national utility, procured it the countenance and protection of His Royal Highness. 


the Duke or Sussex; who having, at the instance of the late D. Eliason, Esq. 


honored the anniversary held August 30th, 1815, with his. presence, was gra- 


ciously pleased to declare himself its patron. 


ided by a subscription, specially collected by Sir Isaac L.Goldsmid, Bart., 
the building has undergone a further enlargement, and received a mere appro- 
priate frontage-——A new dining room, a synagogue, and some domestic offices 
have been erected, as likewise, a separate habitation for the aged inmates; work- 
shops have also been fitted up for the manufacturing of shoes, and of mahogany 
and other chairs; in these trades the boys dre instructed, whilst the girls are em- 
ployed in household and needle work ; and it is constantly endeavoured to inculcate 
in the minds of these juvenile inmates, a sense of their moral and religious duties; 
and to afford.to them an education suitable to their future prospects in life. 
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Thus are the aged placed in an asylum, where they may end their days in peace 


and piety ; and the youth instructed in every branch of knowledge necessary to 
render them vseful and virtuous members of society. 


HISTORY OF THE JEWS AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE. 


_ SECOND TEMPLE, 

We commence our history of the Jews after their final subjection by the Romans, 
from which period our existence as a nation having ceased, the accounts are ne- 
cessarily more vague and romantic, and less familiar to our readers. Conceiving 
it, however, to be of some importance that our wanderings should be traced, and 
our settlements made known, we intend weekly to give extracts (with alterations) 
from the most authentic records on the subject, , 

The political existence of the Jewish nation was annihilated ; it was never azain 
recognised as one of the states or kingdoms of the world. Judea was sentenced to 
be portioned out to strangers—the capital was destroyed—the temple demolished 
—the royal house almost extinct—the high priesthood buried under the ruins of 
the temple. Our history has lost, as it weres its centre of unity ; we have to trace 
a despised and obscure race in almost every region of the world; and connect, as 
we can, the loose and scattered details of their story. We are called back, indeed, 
for a short time to Palestine, to relate new scenes of revolt, ruin, and persecution ; 
we behold the formation of two separate spiritual states, under the authority of 
which, the whole nation seems to range itself in willing obedience; but in later 
periods, we must wander over the whole face of the habitable globe to gather the 
scanty traditions which mark the existence of the Jewish people among the 
different states of Asia, Africa, and Europe—where, refusing still to mingle their 
blood with any other race of mankind, they dwell in their distinct families and 
communities, and stil] maintain, though sometimes long and utterly unconnected 
with each other, the principle of national unity. Jews, in the indelible features of 
the countenance, in mental character, in customs, usages, and laws, in language, 


and literature, and above all in religion; in the recollections of the past, and in the > 


hopes of the future; with ready pliancy they accommodate themselves to every 
soil, every climate, every gradation of manners and civilization, every form of 
government; with inflexible pertinacity they practise their aucient usages, cir- 
cumcision, abstinence from unclean meats, eating no animal food which has not 


~ been killed by a Jew; rarely intermarry, except among each other; observe the 


fasts and festivals of their church; and assemble, wherever they are numerous 
enough, or dare do so, in their synagogues for public worship. Denizens every- 
where, rarely citizens; even in the countries in which they have been the longest 
and most firmly established, they appear, to a certain degree, strangers or 
sojourners; they dwell apart, though mingling with their neighbours in many of 
the affairs of life. For common purposes they adopt the language of the country 
they inhabit; but the Hebrew remains the national tongue, in which their holy 
books are read, and their religious services conducted—it is their literary and 
sacred language, as Latin was that of the Christian church in the dark ages. 

The history of the modern Jews may be comprehended under three heads; 
Ist. Their literature, which, in fact, is nearly the same with that of their law and 
their religion, the great mass of their writings being entirely devoted to those 
subjects: 2. Their persecutions: 3. Their industty. ‘With regard to the first 
point, it would not be consistent with the popular character of our work to enter 
into it, further than as it has influenced the character and circumstances of the 
nation. The second will be too often forced upon our notice: at one period the 
history of the Jews is written, as it were, in their blood ; they shew no signs of 
life but in their cries of agony; they only appear in the annals of the world to be 
oppressed, robbed, persecuted, and massacred. Yet still, patient and indefatigable, 
they pursue, under every disadvantage, the steady course of industry, Wherever 
they have been allowed to dwell unmolested, or still more, in honor and respect, 
they have added largely to the stock of national wealth, cultivation, and comfort. 
Where, as has been more usually the case, they have been barely tolerated, where 


5 they have been considered, in public estimation, the basest of the base, the bet 


outcasts and refuse of mankind, they have gone on accumulating those treasures 


_ which they dared not betray or enjoy; in the most barbarous periods, they kept 


up the only trafic and communication which subsisted between distant countries ; 


_ like hardy and adventurous miners, they were always at work under the surface 


of society, slowly winning their way to opulence. Perpetually plundered, yet 
ailvays wealthy; massacred by thousands, yet springing up again from their undying 
stack, the Jews appear at all times, and in all regions: their perpetuity, their 
national immortality, is at once the most curious problem to the political inquirer; 
to the refi;rious man, a subject of profound and awful admiration. 

It was not long after the dissolution of the Jewish state that it revived again in 
appearance, under the form of two separate communities, mostly imdependent of 
each other; one under asovereignty purely spiritual’; the other partly temporal and 
partly spiritual—but. each comprehending ail the Jewish families in the two great 
divisions of the world, At the head of the Jews, om this siie of the Euphrates, 


| appeared the Patriarch of "S West; the chief of the Mesopotamian community 
' assumed the striking but mdte temporal title of Resch-Glutha, or Prince of the 


Il this matter be, we are likewise well assured, from their own historians, that 


Captivity. The origin of both these dignities, especially of the western patri- 
archate, is involved in much obscurity. It might have been expected, that, from 
the character of the great war with Rome, the people, as well as the state of the 
Jews, would have fallen into utter dissolution, or, at least, verged rapidly towards 
total extermination. Besides the loss of nearly a million ond a half of lives during 
the war, the markets of the Roman empire were glutted with Jewish slaves: the 
amphitheatres were crowded with these miserable people, who were forced to slay 
each other, not singly, but in troops; or fell in rapid succession, glad to escape 
the tyranny of their masters by the more expeditious cruelty of the wild beast; 
and in the unwholesome mines hundreds‘ were doomed to toil for that wealth 
which was not to be their own. Yet still this inexhaustible race revived before 
long to offer new candidates for its inalienable inheritance of detestation and 
misery. | 

Of the state of Palestine, indeed, immediately after the war, we have 
little accurate information. Jt is uncertain how far the enormous loss of life, and 
the numbers carried into captivity, drained the country of the Jewish population ; 
or how far the rescript of Vespasian, which offered the whole landed property of 
the province for sale, introduced a foreign race into the possession of the soil. 
The immense numbers engaged in the rebellion during the reign of Adrian, 
imply, either that the country was not near exhausted, or that the re-production 
in this still fertile region was extremely rapid. In fact, it must be remembered, 
that whatever havoc was made by the sword of the conqueror, by distress, by 
famine ; whatever the consumption of human life in the amphitheatre and the slave 
market, yet the ravage of the war was, after all, by no means universal in the 
province. Galilee, Judea, and great part of Idumea, were wasted, and probably, 


much depopulated; but, excepting a few towns which made resistance, the-popu-_ 


lous regions and wealthy cities beyond the Jordan escaped the devastation. The 
dominions of king Agrippa were, for the most part, respected. Samaria sub- 
mitted without resistence, as did most of the cities on the sea coast. Many of the 
rich and influential persons fell off from their more ghstinate countrymen at the 
beginning, or during the course of the war, were favourably received, and dismissed 
in safety by Titus. 


To be continued. 

HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF THE JEWS IN ENGLAND. 
(We are indebted for this portion of our paper, to the kindness of one of our Sul- 
scribers, who has furnished us with a scarce work on the subject.) 

Whoever turns his eyes from the afflictions that have distinguished the Jewish 
race since the total overthrow of their nation by the Romans, and forgets their 
present lamentable condition, will remember, they were formerly the peculiar 
favuurites of heaven; that God himself, in his infinite mercy, vouchsafed to enter 
into a covenant with them—and gave them an assurance of all kinds of earthly and 
spiritual blessings; and, that, although these be partially forfeited by their per- 
verse obstinacy and rebellion, they have still a promise of being, one day,» estored 
to the possession of their ancient splendour and holiness ; as may be learned from 
various passages in the sacred scrip'ures.—I say, whoever considers these things, 
will not esteem the least portion of their history too trivial to be remembered, more 
especially if he be one of that chosen race. As, however, the several authors who 
have compiled the general histories of the Israelites, were either very litle 
acquainted with the particular circumstances of the Jews in England, or had not 
time or inclination to dwell upon them; I shall present my readers in one view, 
with all such memorials concerning them, as are at present either scattered through 
our numerous chronicles, or more widely diffused in our voluminous records. 

First, concerning the antiquity and original establishment of the Jews in 
England, I find our historians almost unanimously agreeing, that they were 
first brought over from Normandy by William the Conqueror, But as to the 
particular time, or manner of his doing it, they are altogether silent—except that 
they tell us, from the Centuriators, it was fur a pecuniary consideration, which, 
it seems, was a principal of action among courts, then, as now. The learned 
Spelman, however, is of opinion, that their settlement in England must have been 
much more early, from the notice taken of them in the laws of Edward the 
Confessor; which, among other things declare that ““Judmi, et omnia sua, 
Regis sunt.” The Jews, and all that belongs to them are the king's property. 
William Prynne endeavours to refute this, by pretending that this law is spurious, 
and not justly to be ranked among the laws of Edward the Confessor. But, not to 
observe, that in point of authority, the bate opinion of Pryane can never stand 
in competition with that of Spelman, we have reason in point of fact to suppose, 
that the above law is genuine; since it is the only one we know of, that vests the 
crown with the property of the Jews; and without such a law, it will be very 
difficult, if not impossible, to account for their ancient vassalage. But, : 
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Jews must have teen in England some time before the conquest: for they tell us, 
they were first banished out of England in the beginning of the eleventh cen- 
‘ury: and we are as certain they were settled in England, even two hundred years 
before the confessor’s time; for in a cnarter of Witgaff, King of Murcia, granted 
to the monks of Croyland, we find confirmed to them, not only such lands as had 


at any time been given to the monastery by the kings of Murcia, but also all their - 


possessions whatever, whether they were originally bestowed on them by Christians 
or Jews. ‘ Omnes terrras, et tenementa, possessiones, et eorum peculia, que 
Reges murciorum, et eorum proceres, vell alii fideles Christiani, vel Jy, dictis 
monarchis dederunt.” And it is reasonable to suppose, that since the Jews are 
mentioned in this charter, as having land to give, or alienate, they must have been 
settled here some considerable time before they could have purchased them them- 
selves.—And, that they were so settled, even near a hundred years before this 
charter of Witglaff was granted, (which, as Ingulphus tells us, was in the year 
833.) we have certain proof from the 146th paragraph cf the Canonical 
Excerptions, published by Ecgbright, Archbishop of York, in the year 740, which 
forbids any Christians to be present at the Jewish feasts, And this, I confess, is 
the earliest mention of them that I can anywhere meet with, unless there be any 
weight in the conjectural evidence of the ingenious Mr, Richard Waller, who 
supposes them to have been in England during the first settlements of the Romans, 
The grounds of this conjecture, age these: about four hundred years ago 


(anno 1429) there was found in London, in digging the foundation of a house in | 


Mark Lane, a curious Roman brick, having on one side a basso relievo, repre- 
senting Sampson driving the foxes into a field of corn; which brick, it seems, was 
the key of an arched vault full of burnt corn, discovered at the same time:—and 
as Hercu'es (the Sampson of the Jews) was the guardian of the Roman granaries, 
it is supposed, that the story, of Sampson was applied to him, and placed there in 
his honour. From the elegance of the sculpture, it is further conjectured, that 
this brick could not have been the work of the Bass empire: but then, says 
Mr. Waller, how the story of Sampscn should be known. to the Romans, so 
soon afier the propagation of the Christian religion, much less to the Britons, 
seems tp be a matter of great curiosity; except it should be answered thus—that 
some Jews, afer the final destruction of Jerusalem, may have wandered into 
Britain ; and London, being even in Cesar’s time, a port or trading city, they 
might have settled here, and in the arch of one of their own granaries, have re- 
corded the story of their miraculous delivery from their captivity under the 


Philistines. ( To be continued. ) 


ACCOUNT OF THE FIRST SETTLEMENT OF THE AND 


PORTUGUESE JEWS IN AMSTERDAM. 

(FROM A. RARE PAMPHLET IN SPANISH.) 
" The most learn d Rabbi Moses uri-a-Levy, and his son Rabbi Aaron uri-a-Levy, 
of glorious memory, both resided at Emden, in the province of Oost Friesland. 
Over the door of their house, the following inscription was written ;— 
“1D” p dz TaN “ Truth and peace are the foundation of the 
world.” with a latin translation beneath it. | 

In the year 5364, two ships arrived at Emden from Spain, conveying ten men 

of Jewish extraction, who had been compelled to fly, with four children, from the 
terrors and tortures of the inquisition. The ships were heavily laden -with. mer- 
chandize, household furniture, and many other costly articles, the value of which 
was considerable. On their first landing, they saw a person carrying a duck, 
which they immediately perceived had been killed after the Jewish method: follow- 
ing him till he entered a house, they observed over the door the above-named 


-imscription—which they thought appeared to be in a language not altozether 
‘unfamiliar to them; to be convinced, however, on returning to their habitation, 


they requested to have a duck for their evening meal.—The landlord knowing that 
Rabbi Moses had some, went to his house, and seeing one already killed, wished 
to purchase it; stating, by way of apology for his Strange desire, that he had at 
his house some very rich merchants just arrived from Spain, who were very 
anxious to have a duck, and he knew of no one else in the town who had one. 
The Rabbi did not at first accede to the request, as he had killed it for his own 


table; but the landlord reiterating his wishes, and offering its value, the Rabbi 
at last gave it up conditionally, that he should receive in return a live one. The 


iandlord, glad of his bargain, quietly returned home, and the duck was placed 


before the expectant strangers, who, for the purpose of inquiry, complained it was 


90. fat they could not eat it, and asked from whom he had purchased it. “ From 
aJew,” he replied. “ Have you aay Jews in this town?” demanded they in 
surprize. The host replied in the affirmative; and on being further questioned, 

to describe their habitations, particularly that of Rabbi Moses. The 


* travellers were silent—but on the following day two of them called on the Rabbi, 


and addressing him in Spanish, (which, as he could not understand, he called his 
:@n Rabbi Aaron) they told him that they had to communicate something in the 
gost secret manner ; and, on being shewn into a private apartment, they made a 


disclosure of their condition: stating how they arrived at that place from Spam, 
and that it was their earnest desire, that all their males should be cireumeised, 
as they were descendants from Jews. (To be continued.) 


| JAMAICA, 

It is doubtless known to most of our readers, that some time since, a new syma- 
gogue was erected in Kingston, Jamaica, and, that under the direction of the 
Rev. M. N. Nathan, as reader and lecturer, the affairs of the congregation are ima 
most flourishing state. We have much pleasure in being able to state, that our 
brethren in the West Indies, are daily becoming more deeply impressed with a sense 
of what is right without the synagogue as well as within it; for they close their 
stores on P\Y? and are regular in their attendance at prayers; and in order that 
nothing may be wanted to render these impressive, they are about establishing 
a choir. Orders have also been received in London, to purchase prayer books, 

pwn and =a ial to a large amount, and a fund has been raised by the 


congregation, to be especially devoted to the procuring of the most valuable and 
erudite works of our Rabbins and commentators, which are to be public property. . 
We hope to see this example followed in other places abroad. 


LIVERPOOL HEBREW NATIONAL SCHOOL. 7 

We may now declare, that the period for the moral regeneration of our people 
is advancing. 

It affords us great pleasure, in this, our first numBer, to instance the establish- 
ment of schools for the education of the poorer classes of our community, in 
various parts of the kingdom. We are gratified to learn, that in Liverpool, where 
our b¥ethren are ever ready in the works of philanthropy, an institution has beea 
commenced, in which, the children of the humbler classes receive useful infurma- 
tion in all that may benefit their future prospects, and enable them to become 
honorable members of society. : 

The short time that this establishment has been in action, precludes us from 
lengthened details; but we are truly pleased to think, that under the skilful 
management of its directors, aided by the co-operation of its talented masters, 
the intentions of the subscribers will realize their expected effects. : 

We know no charity that has more general claims on the assistance of the well 
disposed, than one of this nature; and no doubt, all individuals in its immediate 
locality, as well as many in distant towns, will unite in contributing to so praise- 
worthy an undertaking. 


The foundation stone fora magnificent Synagogue was laid in Temple Street, 
Bristol a few days since ; it will be finished for the ensuing Passover. 
CALENDER FOR THE WEEK. | 
Satuiday, (29th Hesuven) November 13th. Section of Law to be read FTN 
Genises, chap. 29, verse 19. Haptoroth, wn 177 Ist Book Samuel, chap. 20, v. 15, 
| | Prayer to proclaim the New Month v5p3 


A Special Prayer will be offered up to Divine Providence, upon the occasion of 
the safe delivery of Her Majesty, and the birth of a Prince, 
| Time of Sabbath going out—7 min. past 5. 
Sunday, new month Kislev, 1st day, 


A vacancy in the situation of Reader to the New Synagogue has been declared. 


Applications are to be addressed to the Secretary, previous to the Ist day of 10°32 


A list of Subscribers will be published at the end of every Text Book. 


NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 
We have received a long article on a religious subject, but regret exceedingly, 
that it is not suited to our columns. | 
A. Z. is thanked; we trust his good advice is not all he intends to forward, as 
we look for an article from him. 


U. V. Demidium qui coepit, habet facti, Our first number Aas appeared—and © 
U.V. is answered. 


London :—Printed by I, VattentineE, Jewish Chronicle Office, 132, Houndsditch. 
Agents.--Messrs. Dyte, Stationer, 106, Strand; I. Lyon, Duke Street, Aldgate; 
Reynolds, Bookseller, Church Row, Aldgate; Whitehead, Stationer, 26, Minories 
H. Abrahams, Hebrew Bookseller, 25,Houndsditch; L. Raphael, Crown Street, 
Soho; Mirls, Halliwell Street, Long Milgate, Manchester; P. Abrahams, 21, 
Nile Street, Liverpool ; Silverstein, I#eleys, Birmingham ; Pulver, Cheltenham; 
the Rev. A. Green, Bristol, and may be had of all the principal Booksellees, 
in the United Kingdom, 


» 
| 
| 
4 
a 
3 
| 


